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17th RASA Conference Program / November 7-8, 2026

Northwestern University, Chicago
Bpewms kondepennun ykazano o Central Time (Bpems Unkaro)

Working languages are Russian and English
RSVP REQUIRED In person (Jluuno) or Live Streaming (Online)

7 Hos10ps1, cy60oTa / 7 November, Saturday

8:00-8:50

3aBTpak / Breakfast

8:50-9:00

Ceccusn 1/ Session 1: Introduction / OTkpsbiTHE
IIpencenarensn ceccun / Chair: Igor Efimov
Sergei Erofeev (Rutgers University) Introductory Remarks

9:10-10:30

Ceccusn 2 / Session 2: Andrei Sakharov / Anapeii Caxapos

IIpencenarenasn ceccun / Chair: Mark Kramer

Mark Kramer (Harvard University) Andrei Sakharov and the Cold War / Aunpeii CaxapoB 1 X0J10/{Hasi BOiHa
Mikhail Shifman (U Minnesota) Andrei Sakharov - A Physicist/ Aaapeit Caxapos: ®usuk

Tatiana Yankelevich (Harvard University) Responsibility of Scientists / OTBETCTBEHHOCTb YYEHBIX

Marina Sakharov-Liberman (Sakharov Foundation) Sakharov and Solzhenitsyn: Solzhenitsyn's "Letter to the
Soviet Leaders" and Sakharov's Response / Caxapos u Commkerunud: [TncbMo CoDKEeHUIIMHA BOXKIAM W OTBET

CaxapoBa Ha 3TO IHCEMO

10:30-11:00

IlepepsniB / Coffee Break / Iloctrepsni / Poster viewing

11:00-12:00

Ceccust 3/ Session 3: Andrei Sakharov Continued / Anapeii Caxapos IIpononxenue

IMpencenarens ceccuu / Chair: Alexander Kabanov

Maria Mayofis (Central European University) Physicists in the International Bodies of the League of Nations
and the Genealogy of Scientists' Civic Activism: From Einstein and Bohr to Sakharov / ®uzuku B
MEXIyHapOJHBIX cTpyKTypax Jluru Hamwmit u reHeanorust HayqHOro OOIECTBEHHOTO aKTUBU3Ma: OT DHHIITeHHA
u bopa k CaxapoBy

Ilya Kukulin (Central European University) “Truly Human Progress”: The Relationship Between Conceptions
of Scientific and Moral Progress in Andrei Sakharov’s Political Thought / McturHO YenoBedeckuii mporpecey:
B3alMOOTHOILIEHHUE IPEJCTABICHUN O HAYYHOM U MOPaJIbHOM IIPOTPECCe B MOJUTUUECKON MBICIH AHApes
CaxapoBa

Olga Orlova (T-invariant) Anti-Sakharov: How War, Isolation, and Lawlessness Reshaped Russian Science
(2022-2026) / AnTHCaxapoB: KaK BOHHA, H30JIAIMS U OeclpaBre MEPEKPOMIIN POCCHICKYIO HayKy (2022-2026)

12:00-13:00

O06en / Lunch / ITocteps! / Poster viewing

13:00-14:10

Ceccusn 4/ Session 4: Gamow Award Laureates / 'amoBckue Jiaypeartsbl
Ipeacenarens ceccuu / Chair: Konstantin Sonin

Natalia Berloff (Cambridge University) When Light and Matter Do the Maths: From
Hard Problems to AI/ CBeT ¥ BELIECTBO CUMUTAIOT CAMU: OT CIOXKHBIX 3a1a4y k U1
Mikhail Epstein (Emory University) How the Humanities Can Change the World / Kak
rYMaHUTapHbIC HAYKH MOTYT MEHSITh MU

14:15-15:15

Ceccus 5/ Session 5: Physics / ®u3uka

MMpencenarens ceccun / Chair: Mikhail Shifman

Mikhail Kats (University of Wisconsin-Madison) Shaping light with structures thinner than a human hair /
YrpapiieHre CBETOM C IOMOILBIO CTPYKTYP TOHBIIIE YEI0BEYECKOT0 BOJIOCA

Alexander Kildishev (Purdue University) Time-Domain Optical Dispersion in Disordered Materials: A Statistical
Perspective / Peakuus cBeta Ha «O6eCOpaI0K» B ONITHYECKUX MaTepUajax: CTATUCTUKA ITOBEICHNS BO BpEMEHU
Dam Thanh Son (University of Chicago) End of the World: Scenarios from Modern Physics / Koner ceeTa:
CIICHAPHH U3 COBPEMEHHOU (PH3UKU

15:15-15:45

IlepepsniB / Coffee Break / Iloctrepsni / Poster viewing

15:45-17:15

Ceccust 6/ Session 6: Round Table 1 AI Across Disciplines / Kpyr.sblii cros 1: UH B pa3HbIX IHCHHMIIHHAX
Hpeacenarean ceccun / Chair: Mikhail Epstein

Mikhail Epstein (Emory University) A Humanist's Experiments with Al: New Tools for Thinking / OnbItst
rymanurtapus ¢ M: HoBble MHCTPYMEHTHI MBILIUICHHS

Olexander Isaev (Carnegie Mellon University) Chemistry in the Age of AL, Agents, and Automation / Xumus B
9MOXY UCKYCCTBEHHOTO MHTeIUIeKTa, MIV-areHToB 1 aBTOMaTH3aluK

Sergei Nirenburg (Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute) Cognitive science, Al and Natural Language Processing /
KoruuTrBHas HayKa, HCKYCCTBEHHBIH MHTEJUIEKT U 00paboTKa eCTECTBEHHOTO S3bIKa




17:15-18:45

Ceccusn 7/ Session 7: Round Table 2 Commercial and Industrial Science / Kpyrasliii croa 2 Hayka B
Ou3Hece H MPOMBILILIEHHOCTH

IMpencenarens ceccun / Chair: Tatiana Tatarinova

Yuri Gankin (Quantori) Start-up science / Hayka B crapramax

Dmitri Kossakovski (Medtronic) What is the best environment for scientists? / I'ie y4eHbIM Jydiie?

Inna Dubchak (JGI) Federal government resistance to forming collaborations with industry / Conpotusienue
(henepanbHBIX BIIACTEH MOCTPOCHUIO CBS3CH

Tatiana Tatarinova (University of La Verne) Industry, science and Education / Maayctpus, Hayka 1 o6pa3oBaHue

19:00-21:00 [Y:kun / Dinner : Francesca’s on Chestnut, 200 E Chestnut St, Chicago, IL 60611

OmuavyrBaeTcst ”HIUBHUIyadbHO ydacTHUKaMu / Personal payment
8 Hos10ps1, Bockpecenbe / § November, Sunday

8:00-9:00 3aBTpak / Breakfast

9:00-10:15 Ceccus 8/ Session 8: Life Sciences / Hayku o sxu3Hu
Mpenceaares ceccuu / Chair: Eugene Koonin / Anna Krylov
Anatoly Kolomeisky (Rice University) When Will Cancer Start? / Korna naunércs pax?
Olexandr Isayev (Carnegie Mellon) Chemistry in the Age of Al, Agents, and Automation / XuMus B 310Xy
UCKYCCTBEHHOI'0 MHTeIUIeKTa, 11-areHTOB 1 aBTOMATH3aIUU
Eugene Koonin (NIH) Computational Modeling of the Earliest Stages of Life Evolution / Komnbroteproe
MOJICTUPOBAHIE CAMBIX PAHHUX ATATIOB 3BOIOIMH KU3HU
Alexandra Nikolaeva (UN Berkley) The Role of Genetic Instability in the Recovery of Sequoia Populations /
Pornb reneTryeckoit HeCTaOMIILHOCTH B BOCCTAHOBJICHHUH MOy JISIIANA CEKBONH

10:15-10:45 | Ilepepnis / Coffee Break / Iloctepsl / Poster viewing

10:45-11:30 Ceccusn 9/ Session 9: Complex Systems / CJ105kHbIe CHCTEMBbI
IIpencenarenn ceccun / Chair: Tatiana Bronich
Sergei Nirenburg (Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute) Critique of Pure Benchmarking / Kpuruka grcroro
OCHYMAapKHUHTA
Peter Vorobieff (The University of New Mexico) Sustainable Energy Systems: Challenges and Opportunities /
Y CcTOUNBEIC SHEPTOCUCTEMBI: TPOOIEMBI 1 BO3MOKHOCTH

11:30-12:30 Ceccusn 10/ Session 10: Round Table Data First The Foundation of AI Driven Science / KpyrJslii cToJ
JlanHble kak ocHOBa Hayku ¢ U
IIpeacenarensn ceccun / Chair: Alex Tropsha
Alex Tropsha (UNC Chapel Hill) Data Science / Hayka o naHHBIX
Alexander Kabanov (UNC Chapel Hill) Experiment in Chemistry and Biology / DkcriepuMeHT B XUMUH 1
OGuonorun

12:30-13:30 O06en / Lunch / Hocreps! / Poster viewing

13:30-14:30 | Ceccus 11/ Session 11: Economics / JxoHoMHuKka
Hpeacenparenns ceccun / Chair: Oleg Itskhoki
Ben Golub (Northwestern University) Coordination games with different priors / KoopaunaiuoHHbIe UTPBI C
Pas3INYHBIMU AIPUOPHBIMU YOEKACHUSIMU
Michael Alekseev (Indiana University Bloomington) Russian society, democratic values, and the legacy of the
early-1990s economic shock / Poccuiickoe o01iecTBo, 1eMOKpaTHUECKUE IEHHOCTH U HACEeIue SKOHOMUYECKOTO
moxa Hadana 1990-x ronos
Georgy Egorov (Northwestern University) Artificial intelligence and political advice / MickyccTBeHHBII
WHTCJUICKT U IMOJTUTUYCCKUC PEKOMCHJAllN

14:35-15:35 | Ceccusn 12/ Session 12: The Many Facets of Power in Politics Culture and the Arts / MHororpansocts
BJIACTH B MOJUTHKE KYJIbType H HCKYCCTBE
IIpencenarensn ceccun / Chair: Mikhail Epstein
Sergei Erofeev (Rutgers University) Power in Late Modernity / Bnacts B mo3qaeM MoepHe
Maria Eglon (Independent Scholar) “No Feelings or Inspired Thoughts”: How Soviet Authorities Taught
Workers and Peasants to Write / "HeT 4yBCcTB U BJIOXHOBEHHBIX MBICJICH": KaK COBETCKas BJIACTh Y4HJjIa TUCATh
pabovHXx ¥ KPECThSIH.
Nina Belyaeva (Global Nomad University (Rep. of Georgia)) Pluralism of Power and Different Types of
Normativity: The Regulation of Freedom of Assembly in Russia / [Tnfopanu3m BiacTv ¥ pa3HbIe THITBI
HOPMATHUBHOCTH Ha IIPAMEpPE PeryIupoBaHs cBo00 b1 coOpanmii B Poccumu.

15:35-16:00 IlepepniB / Coffee Break / Iloctepni / Poster viewing




16:00-16:40

Ceccus 13/ Session 13: The Many Facets of Power Continued / MHororpannocts Biaactu Ilponoskenne
IIpencenarenn ceccun / Chair: Mikhail Epstein

Ilya Kutik (Northwestern University) Byron’s Don Juan and the Problem of Power / "lon-XKyan" Baiipona n
npoOiieMa BIIACTH.

James Birk (Johannes Gutenberg-Universitit Mainz) Erotic and Gendered Metaphors in Russian Militarist
Discourse of the First World War and the Full-Scale Invasion / Dpotudeckue u renepasie MeTadops! B
POCCHIICKOM MHIIUTApUCTCKOM JHcKypce IlepBoit MUpOBOIT BOMHBI M OJHOMACIITAOHOTO BTOPXKCHUS

16:40-17:00

Ceccusn 14 / Session 14: Closing Ceremony / 3akpbiTie
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